James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy, William Street, Derry, 1901 & 1911
[Searching for their marriage and the births of their children in the rootsireland.ie website.]
James Lecky, who was living in William Street in 1901 and 1911, was married to Ellen Cassidy. When I first began an
investigation of this family I did not know that his wife’s surname was Cassidy.
Below are the individuals present in the house of James Lecky on the night of the 31st March 1901 when the Census was taken.
There were eight persons, including his wife and four children, his father [wrongly listed as his grandfather] and a boarder. The
house had 5 front windows and 8 rooms.
House
No. in
Census

Forename

Surname

Relationship

Religion

Education

Age

Sex

Profession

Marriage

Where
Born

39

James

Lecky

Head of
Family

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

40

M

Cattle Dealer

Married

Derry City

39

Ellen

Lecky

Wife

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

40

F

Married

Derry City

39

Catherine

Lecky

Daughter

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

18

F

School Teacher

Not married

Derry City

39

Michael

Lecky

Son

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

17

M

Tobacconist's
Apprentice

Not married

Derry City

39

Robert J.

Lecky

Son

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

15

M

Scholar

Not married

Derry City

39

James

Lecky

Son

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

13

M

Scholar

Not married

Derry City

39

Robert

Lecky

Grandfather

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

70

M

Retired Cattle
Dealer

Widower

Donegal

39

Jane

Boyle

Boarder

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

22

F

School Teacher

Not married

Donegal

Below is the information from the 1911 census. Note that there are discrepancies between ages of James and his wife in the 1901
and 1911 forms – a not uncommon occurrence. On the other hand the ages of the children appear to be fairly accurate.
1911 Census [Londonderry No. 1 DED (North Ward)] [NAI: 1911 Online Census]
House
No. in
Census

Forename

Surname

Relationship

Religion

Education

Age

Sex

38

James

Lecky

Head of Family

Roman
Catholic

38

Ellen

Lecky

Wife

38

Catherine

Lecky

38

Michael

38
38

Read &
write

65

M

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

68

F

Daughter

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

28

F

Lecky

Son

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

27

Robert J.

Lecky

Son

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

James

Lecky

Son

Roman
Catholic

Read &
write

Married 30 years – children born alive 4 – 4 still alive in 1911.

1

Profession

Marriage

Where Born

Cattle Dealer

Married

Londonderry
City

Married

Londonderry
City

National
School Teacher

Single

Londonderry
City

M

Commission
Agent

Single

Londonderry
City

25

M

Cattle Dealer

Single

Londonderry
City

23

M

Draper

Single

Londonderry
City

I know from maps and valuation records that James and his family lived in the upper part of William Street on the right-hand side
of the street as you look up towards St. Eugene's Cathedral from Waterloo Place - see map below.

Unfortunately his house is no longer there today. This part of William Street has undergone complete redevelopment and the part
of the street where his house would have been is now a large car park. The photograph below indicates where his house probably
was in 1901, and also shows the probable locations of his brother-in-law James Cassidy’s house and butcher’s shop at that time more on this later.

In 1901 and 1911 the Lecky family lived at 63 William Street. However, as you can see from the census table, this local street
number was not used by the census enumerator. The number assigned by the enumerator to each house in the street was simply
the order in which the houses were entered in Form B1 - the House and Building Return - and this order usually reflected the route
that the enumerator followed as he made his way up and down the street.
2

Marriage of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy
The 1901 and 1911 Census Returns indicate that the couple had four children born alive before 1911 and all four were still alive in
1911. From the returns we know the ages of the children [probably fairly accurate] and, therefore, can work out an approximate
year for the birth of the oldest child, Catherine. This would suggest that that the marriage took place before 1883, probably in
1882 or 1881.
I used the databases on the rootsireland.ie website to search for this marriage. Note that you must register in order to use this
website – registration is free. Within the website I searched the Derry Genealogy: Marriage Records for Co. Derry online
database. Below are a series of screenshots which demonstrate how I obtained the details of this particular marriage. The
screenshot below shows the Derry Genealogy page on the website where I selected Marriage Records for Co. Derry and the
second window below opened.

3

I first used the default Standard Search and, as shown below, entered the names James and Lecky in the appropriate boxes and the
year of marriage 1880 +/- 5 years. Clicking on Search produced the result shown in the first window below. Is this the correct
marriage? To be sure I clicked on the Advanced Search tab which took me to the second window, shown below, where I could
input further information that should help verify that this is the marriage I wanted.

Note that I have added
Ellen in the Spouse’s First
Name box and Robert in
the Father’s First Name
box and I have also chosen
Londonderry Urban No. 2
as the District where the
marriage would have been
registered. If the marriage
still matches then it must
be the correct one.

4

Up to now everything has been free. Now I have to purchase the record to see the details of the marriage. When I did this the
window below opened with a tick in the View box which signified my right to view this record.

Clicking on the View button gave me the details of the marriage which can be seen on the next page.

5

Because the wedding took place in Long Tower Church I would have expected to see a Church Marriage Record as well as a Civil
Marriage Record in the database. I tried different spellings of Lecky but to no avail. I then decided to look for the marriage of
Ellen Cassidy, only, using the Standard Search as shown on the next page.
As you will see there is a Church Marriage as well as a Civil Marriage. The View box in the Civil Marriage has a tick in it,
indicating that I had purchased this record. As you will see there are other Ellen Cassidys in the list but the date 1881 singles out
the Ellen Cassidy that I want. So I purchased the 1881 Church Marriage Record. You will then be able to see why I could not find
the Church Marriage of James Lecky (1881) in the online database.
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Here you can see why I was
unable to find the Church
Marriage. Whoever
transcribed the entry from
the Church Marriage
Register to the database
misread the first name
James and entered Norris.
Handwriting in registers
can be difficult to read so
we have to be careful when
looking for names in
databases which are, after
all, secondary sources.
Even standardised spelling
of names in a database
would not pick up Norris
for James.
Despite this mistake, I have
to say that the Derry
Genealogy database is one
of the best, in terms of
accuracy, that I have used.
As I have said before, few
databases are immune from
mistakes.
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Births of the children of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy
Having found the marriage of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy. I then carried out searches for the births of their four children. I
discovered that all of the children were baptised in St. Eugene's and all four births were registered. The windows shown in the
remaining pages of this paper illustrate the process of finding these births on the online database. Where necessary, I have added
some extra notes alongside each of the windows

This is the starting
point for the search.

I began with a
Standard Search. This
search allows me to
enter the Father’s
First Name. Note that I
have not inserted any
of the children’s first
names. I have entered
the date 1884 +/- 5
years in the Year box.
This should bring out
children born to a
James Lecky during
this period see next
window.

8

As this screenshot shows
there were 10 matches. Note
that for some names there
will be too many matches
and it is necessary to
somehow narrow the search.
Apart from Thomas 1880
and William 1881, I
recognise the other births as
likely to be the children born
to Michael and Ellen. There
is a Civil Birth and a Church
Baptism for each of the four
children.
There are some differences
between the church record
and the civil record. Roman
Catholic baptisms will
usually include the names of
the sponsors. Civil records
do not include this
information.

In order to confirm
these births I carried
out the following
process which is
illustrated in the next
few screenshots.
In order to move to the
window opposite I
simply clicked on the
Advanced Search tab.
Note that there are the
10 matches. How can I
reduce this to 8?
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Once I entered Ellen
Cassidy’s name into the
search the figure was
reduced to 8 – 4 civil births
and 4 church baptisms.

By selecting Londonderry
Urban No. 2 (RD) in the
Parish/District box, the
figure is reduced to 4 –
clearly the civil births.
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By selecting St. Eugene’s in
the Parish/District box, the
figure is reduced to 4 –
clearly the church baptisms.
At this point I have to decide
how many births/baptisms to
purchase. Note there are
varying prices, depending on
how many I purchase.
I decided to purchase the 4
civil births and the detail of
each of these births is shown
in the next four screenshots.
I already had some detail
from the church baptisms
which I have added opposite
each screenshot.
You will find that there are
some differences between
the dates of births/baptisms
and the date of civil
registration.

The baptismal record shows:
Catherine was baptised 28th
September 1882; sponsors
were John Williams and Eliza
Cassidy.

11

The baptismal record shows:
Michael was baptised 16th
December 1883; sponsors
were John Connor and Lizzie
Cassidy.

The baptismal record shows:
Robert Joseph was baptised
18th May 1885; sponsor
was Margaret Cassidy.
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The baptismal record shows
James was baptised 11th
March 1888, sponsors were
John and Maggie McDaid.

Ellen Lecky, nee Cassidy, was the sister of Denis and James Cassidy of William Street. Denis, James and Ellen’s parents were
Michael and Margaret Cassidy. James Lecky’s parents were Robert and Catherine Lecky. I later discovered that, before moving to
William Street, the Leckys and Cassidys had lived in nearby Union Street which was close to the cattle market in Rossville Street.
During my initial research, I was contacted by Patrick Brady who lives in Co. Armagh. Patrick is the great-grandson of James
Lecky and Ellen Cassidy. We then collaborated on the families and my thanks to Patrick for sharing his research with me. I would
also like to thank Brian Mitchell of Derry Genealogy for his help in researching families in William Street, Derry.
You can read more about the Lecky and Cassidy families, and other families in William Street, in my CD Researching Derry and
Londonderry Ancestors.
Copyright W. Macafee 2011.
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