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The Family of Denis Cassidy living in William Street, Londonderry in 1901 

Denis Cassidy, who was living in William Street in 1901, was the brother of James Cassidy of William Street and 
the sister of Ellen Cassidy who was the wife of James Lecky who also lived in William Street. His father and 
mother were Michael and Margaret Cassidy who had died before 1901. His brother James and his brother-in-law, 
James Lecky are the subjects of separate case studies.  

During my initial research, I was contacted by Patrick Brady who lives in Co. Armagh. Patrick is the great-
grandson of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy. We then collaborated on the families and my thanks to Patrick for 
sharing his research with me. 

Around 1874 Michael and Margaret Cassidy moved from nearby Union Street to the house in William Street 
where Denis and his family were living in 1901. You will find more information on Michael and Margaret 
Cassidy at the end of the Lecky case study. 

1901 Census [Londonderry No. 1 DED (North Ward)] [MIC354/5/23] 

Below are details of the various individuals present in the house of Denis Cassidy on the night of the 31st March 
1901 when the Census was taken. There were nine persons, in the house that night, his wife and seven children. 
The house had 3 front windows and 5 rooms. I find the 3 front windows somewhat strange. Most houses in 
William Street have c.5 windows. I have a suspicion that there might have been a shop on the ground floor and it 
was enumerated separately as a shop. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

5 Denis Cassidy Head of 
Family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

44 M Butcher Married Derry 
City 

5 Susan Cassidy Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

43 F   Married Derry 
City 

5 Maggie Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

22 F Machinist 
in Factory 

Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

5 James Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

18 M Butcher Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

5 Lizzie Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

16 F Factory 
Worker 

Not 
married 

Co. 
Donegal 

5 Thomas Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

9 M Schoolboy Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

5 Mary 
Joseph 

Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 7 F Schoolgirl Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

5 Susan Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

5 F Schoolgirl Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

5 Denis Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

3 M   Not 
married 

Derry 
City 

Where, exactly, did Denis Cassidy live in William Street? 

I know from maps and valuation records that Denis and his family lived on the left-hand side of the street as you 
look up towards St. Eugene's Cathedral from Waterloo Place. His house was about five buildings up from Tracy's 
Bar at the junction with Waterloo Street . 

On the next page there is a map showing the location of Denis’s house and that of his brother, James and brother-
in-law, James Lecky. There is also a map that shows where the house was in 1901. I wonder if Ferguson Fashions 
was Denis’s butcher’s shop? I do know that, in 1901, there was an entry in this block somewhere to the right of 
the shop. Clearly, there has been some refurbishment of this block of houses since 1901. 
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We know from birth records that the local street number of this house, at the time of the Census, was 12. 
However, as you can see from the table above, this local street number was not used by the census enumerator. 
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The number of the house in the census is 5 in the North Ward part of the street. William Street was divided 
between two wards - the North Ward and the West Ward. The entire right-hand side of the street and part of the 
lower end of the left-hand side side of the street between Chamberlain Street and Waterloo Street [where Denis 
lived] lay within the North Ward. The number assigned by the enumerator to each house in the Ward is simply the 
order in which the houses are entered in Form B1 - the House and Building Return - and this order usually reflects 
the route that the enumerator followed as he made his way up and down the street. In this case the enumerator had 
begun his journey at Tracy's Bar, at the junction with Waterloo Street, and made his way towards Chamberlain 
Street. 

I found 12 William Street by using the Griffith's Valuation Records. The original Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation 
dates from 1858 when all properties in the street were valued, given a number, and this number then put on a 
street map, thereby showing the exact location of each property within the street. The house in which Denis lived 
in 1901 had been given the number 20 in William Street [within] in 1858.  A copy of part of the valuation map is 
shown below.  

PRONI: VAL/2/D/5/11B 

The table on the next page shows who was occupying property No. 20 on the map in 1858 and summarises the 
changes in occupants up to c.1900. Notice also that by 1900 the number of the property had changed to 12. 
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Map 
No. 
1859  

Map 
No. 
c.1900 

Occupier 
Forename 
1859 

Description of 
Property 1859 

Valuation of 
Property 
1859 

Occupier 1860s 

20 12 William 
Collins & 
Alexander 
Caldwell 

House, office & 
yard. 

£9.00 1860 Alexander Caldwell. 1874 Michael Cassidy. 1901 Denis 
Cassidy. 

The information in this table comes from the Griffith’s Revision Books for the street [PRONI: VAL/12/B/32/11A-ZD]. 
These are the field books used by the valuers to record any change in a property and the approximate date of that 
change.  The valuers continued to use the 1859 map to record any changes until c.1873 when it was replaced by a 
larger scale map. The coloured map below is a copy of part of the new 1873 map covering the area where Denis's 
house was situated. Unfortunately the numbering is very difficult to read.  There are in fact three numbers given 
against each building - the original 20 [in black, virtually unreadable] from the 1858 map which is stroked out and 
replaced by 12 [in red], which is also stroked out and replaced by 8 [in purple]. This map covers the period 1873 
to 1910. By 1910 the number of Denis's house on the map had changed to 8. Such renumbering of streets during 
this period was not uncommon in towns throughout the county. 

PRONI: VAL/12/E/157/1/10 

Marriage of Denis Cassidy and Susan Doherty 

The marriage of Dennis Cassidy to Susan Doherty took place in Long Tower Church and there is both a civil and 
a church record of that marriage. The couple were married on 3rd July 1876. Denis gave his address as William 
Street and Susan gave her address as Creggan Street. Denis gave his occupation as a blacksmith but no occupation 
was given for Susan. The father of the groom was Michael Cassidy, butcher and the father of the bride was 
William Doherty, labourer. The witnesses were John Williams and Margaret McGonagle. I think the John 
Williams was a hairdresser who lived a few doors from the Cassidy house in William Street. 

Note that Michael Cassidy, Denis's father, gave his occupation as butcher as he did when his other son James had 
married in 1875 and again in 1879. However, when his daughter Ellen married in 1881 he described himself as a 
cattle dealer. 
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Note that Denis gave his occupation as a blacksmith at the time of his marriage. By the birth of his first child he 
gave his occupation as a butcher and by the time of his fourth child he was a cattle dealer. He gave his occupation 
as butcher in the 1901 Census. 

Births of the children of Denis Cassidy and Susan Doherty 

The 1901 Census Returns list seven children born to the couple. All, except Lizzie, were born in Derry City. For 
some reason she was born in Co. Donegal. According to the 1911 Census Return, Susan had 11 children born 
alive and 7 were still alive in 1911. This means that there must have been a further four children. 

Patrick Brady was able to tell me that Lizzie had been born and baptised on the 18th November 1885 at 
Ballyshannon, the sponsors being John Slevin and Jane Doherty.  He also found evidence of another child, 
Michael, baptised on 10th July 1881 in Ballyshannon, the sponsors being William and Ellen Stephens. Michael 
died on 27th July 1899 aged 18 and was buried with his grandmother (Margaret Cassidy nee Doherty) on 
29/07/1899 in Plot DC127 in the Derry City Cemetery.  My thanks to Patrick for this information on these two 
births and the death.  

As yet, we have not been able to establish why these children were born in Co. Donegal, four years apart. Why 
were Denis and his wife living in Ballyshannon during these two years? Were the Cassidys of Union Street and 
William Street originally from the Ballyshannon area? Was Denis serving his time as a butcher, having decided to 
give up being a blacksmith?  It was not unusual for fathers to send their sons as apprentices to business people 
they knew in the district where the family originated.  We have plenty of questions, but very few answers. 

This still leaves three missing children. Looking at the age intervals between children in the 1901 Census, it looks 
as if these children would most probably have born between Lizzie and Thomas.  

I began looking for the births of Denis's children in the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy: Births Records for Co. 
Derry online database. Below is an example of a search for the first child Margaret. The screenshot below shows 
the information that I first entered into certain search boxes plus the results of that search. You will note that it 
brought up two births of a Margaret Cassidy, a civil birth and a church birth. 

 

Using the father's name, Denis, narrowed down the search. Note that if I had typed in Dennis I would not have had 
this result. To be absolutely sure that these were the correct births, I decided to do a further search where I 
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selected Londonderry Urban No. 2 [RD] in the Parish/District box. RD means Local Registrar's District and I 
knew that William Street was part of this particular Registrar’s District. I also knew that Denis and Susan's 
children were baptised in St. Eugene's so I did a separate search where I changed the Parish/District box to St. 
Eugene's RC. The result of the RD search is shown below and, as I expected, only the civil birth came up. The St. 
Eugene's search brought out the church birth. 

 

I was certain that these were the correct entries to view. However, just to be certain I checked the Ireland, Civil 
Registration Indexes to see how many Margaret Cassidys were registered in the Londonderry Registration District 
1877-1879. Note that this Londonderry Registration District is the Superintendent's District, not the Local 
Londonderry Urban No. 2 District. Despite searching a wider area than the search above, there was only one 
match. 

Name Registration District Record Type Registration date - quarter and 
year:

Volume Page 

Margaret Cassidy Londonderry BIRTHS  1877 12 225 

I decided, therefore, to purchase the church birth because it was likely to provide the names of the sponsors and, 
as you will see below, it provided information on Margaret's wedding to John Boyle on 30th October 1917. 
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Incidentally, if I had gone for the Civil Birth I would have found out that the birth took place at 14 Creggan 
Terrace and that Denis was now a butcher. This same process, described above, will work for the births of James, 
Thomas, Mary Josephine, Susan and Denis. The information from Patrick Brady on the Ballyshannon births and 
the information from the online database produced the following information on births. 

Margaret, born 15th June 1877, at 14 Creggan Street, father a butcher. 

Michael, born 10th July 1881, at Ballyshannon. [Baptism] 

James, born 17th August 1883, at Lecky Road, father a cattle dealer. 

Lizzie, born 18th November 1885, at Ballyshannon. [Baptism] 

Thomas, born 19th September 1891, at 12 William Street, father a butcher. 

Mary Josephine, born 1st July 1894, at 12 William Street, father a butcher. 

Susan, born 15th October 1896, at 12 William Street, father a butcher. 

Denis, born 27th August 1898, at 12 William Street, father a butcher. 

What about the three missing children?  Looking at the birth intervals, it would appear that there should be a child 
c.1879 and two children between 1885 and 1891. I carried out 2 searches covering these periods. These are shown 
in the two screenshots below. Note that in this type of search you will not be able to use the Parish/District filter 
because to use it, a name must be entered in the Firstname box. Anyhow, in this case we do not know the first 
name of the missing child. 

The first search identified a William. Note also that Margaret and James came up in this search, but not Michael. 
He was born in Ballyshannon and would be registered in Co. Donegal which is not covered by this database. 
William is a likely candidate. 
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The search brought out James and Thomas that we already know about. The name Denis is a likely candidate. In 
actual fact it turned out that there were two Denis children, both of whom died and we know there was a third 
Denis born in 1898. 

 

The William child and the two Denis children were in fact the three missing children who died. Michael, of course 
was the fourth. 

William, born 20th April 1879, at Creggan Terrace [no number given], father a butcher. He died on 10th May 
1889, aged 10, at 12 William Street and was buried in Plot DA528 in Derry City Cemetery on 12th May 1889. 

Denis, born 21st November 1887, at 12 William Street [Baptism in St. Eugene's, but I was not able to find a civil 
birth in the database.]. He died on 22nd February 1889, aged 1 year and 3 months, at 12 William Street and was 
buried in Plot DA526 in Derry City Cemetery on 23rd February 1889. 

Denis P., born 28th March 1890, at 12 William Street, father a butcher. He died on 31st March 1890, aged 2 days, 
at 12 William Street and was buried in Plot DA528 in Derry City Cemetery on 2nd April 1889. 

The family were still living in the same place in William Street in 1911, but by then Susan was a widow. Denis 
had died on 4th March 1904 , aged 49 years, and was buried on 6th March 1904 in Plot DC127, Derry City 
Cemetery.  My thanks to Patrick Brady for this information on the deaths.  Patrick has continued researching some 
members of the family well into the twentieth century. 

Because my objective was to demonstrate the process of tracing a family in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. I will end with 1911 Census Return for the household of Susan Cassidy living at No. 12 William Street . 
Note however, that the number of the house in the census was 7. This reflected the fact that the enumerator had 
started at the junction of William Street and Chamberlain Street and made his way down towards Waterloo Street 
to Tracy’s Bar. Go online to the National Archives website and you will be able to see this for yourself in the 
House and Building Return, Form B1. In 1901 the enumerator had begun at Tracy’s Bar, hence the number 5. 
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1911 Census [Londonderry No. 1 DED (North Ward)] [NAI: 1911 Online Census] 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

7 Susan Cassidy Wife Catholic Read & 
write 

54 F  Flesher Widowd Londonderry 

7 Thomas Cassidy Son Catholic Read & 
write 

19 M Flesher Single Londonderry 

7 Mary  Cassidy Daughter Catholic Read & 
write 

17 F Machinist Single Londonderry 

7 Susan Cassidy Daughter Catholic Read & 
write 

15 F Machinist Single Londonderry 

7 Denis Cassidy Son Catholic Read & 
write 

13 M  Scholar Single d Londonderry 

7 James Doherty Brother Catholic Read & 
write 

45 M Flesher Single Londonderry 

7 Catherine Doherty Sister Catholic Read & 
write 

56 F  Single Londonderry 

Married 35 years – children born alive 11 – 7 still alive in 1911. 

Conclusion 

In the this particular case study of the family of Denis Cassidy I have made substantial use of the Derry ~ 
Londonderry Genealogy:  Marriage and Birth Records for Co. Derry online databases. This was because of the 
fact that I knew that there were a number of children born to Denis and Susan that had died and I had no idea of 
their first names.  

In such a situation where there are a sizeable number of births involved and the first names of some of the children 
who died are not known, it might be better to commission a Research Report direct from Derry ~ Londonderry 
Genealogy. Obviously the choice that you make will depend on your circumstances, comparative cost and how 
quickly you want the information. 

Another alternative is to obtain details of the births and marriages from the GRONI in Belfast or the GROI in 
Dublin or Roscommon. Again, whether you use this option will depend on comparative cost and how quickly you 
want the information.  

Copyright 2009 W.Macafee. 

 


