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The Family of James Cassidy living in William Street, Londonderry in 1901 

James Cassidy, who was living in William Street in 1901, was the brother of Denis Cassidy of William Street and 
the sister of Ellen Cassidy who was the wife of James Lecky who also lived in William Street. His father and 
mother were Michael and Margaret Cassidy who had died before 1901. His brother Denis and his brother-in-law, 
James Lecky are the subjects of separate case studies.  

During my initial research, I was contacted by Patrick Brady who lives in Co. Armagh. Patrick is the great-
grandson of James Lecky and Ellen Cassidy. We then collaborated on the families and my thanks to Patrick for 
sharing his research with me. 

Around 1874 Michael and Margaret Cassidy moved from nearby Union Street to No. 12 William Street where 
their son Denis and his family were living in 1901. As you will see below James Cassidy and his family were 
living in the upper part of William Street close to his sister Ellen who was married to James Lecky. 

1901 Census [Londonderry No. 4 DED (West Ward)] William Street [PRONI: MIC354/5/26] 

Below are details of the various individuals present in the house of James Cassidy on the night of the 31st March 
1901 when the Census was taken. There were ten persons, in the house that night and apart from a boarder, 
Bridget Lawlor, they were all members of the family. The house had 5 front windows and 6 rooms.  

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where Born 

7 James Cassidy Head of 
Family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

38 M Butcher's 
Assistant 

Married Londonderry 

7 Sarah Cassidy Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

30 F   Married Londonderry 

7 Michael Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

20 M Butcher's 
Assistant 

Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Mary Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

19 F   Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Patrick Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

15 M   Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Cassie Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

13 F Scholar Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Nellie Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

11 F Scholar Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Bella Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 8 F Scholar Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Charles Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

4 M   Not 
married 

Londonderry 

7 Bridget Lawlor Boarder Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

32 F   Not 
married 

Londonderry 
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At this point I also want to include the 1911 Census because it is relevant to top a later section on the ages of 
James and Sarah Cassidy. By 1911 the family had moved to Fahan Street which is not too far away from William 
Street and is still within the West Ward of the city. I have no idea when he moved. 

1911 Census [Londonderry No. 4 DED (West Ward)] Fahan Street  [NAI: 1911 Online Census] 

The house was slated, had 3 front windows and 4 rooms. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where Born 

160 James Cassidy Head of 
Family 

Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

56 M Butcher Married City Derry 

160 Sarah Cassidy Wife Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

50 F   Married City Derry 

160 Michael Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

29 M Butcher  Single City Derry 

160 Mary Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

27 F   Single City Derry 

160 Patrick Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

25 M  Carter Single City Derry 

160 Ellen Cassidy Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

20 F Shirt 
worker 

Single City Derry 

160 Charles Cassidy Son Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

14 M  Scholar Single City Derry 

160 Sarah Traynor Boarder Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot 
read 

80 F   Widow County 
Derry 

160 James Traynor `Boarder Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

48 M General 
Labourer 

Single City Derry 

Married 21 years – children born alive 11 – 7 still alive in 1911. 
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Where, exactly, did James Cassidy live in William Street? 

I know from maps and valuation records that in 1901 James and his family lived on the left-hand side of the street 
as you look up towards St. Eugene's Cathedral from Waterloo Place. The map and the photograph will show the 
part of the street where house was located. As the photograph will show, the actual house has gone. 
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We know from birth records that the local street number of this house, at the time of the Census, was 60. 
However, as you can see from the table above, this local street number was not used by the census enumerator. 
The number of the house in the census is 2 in the West Ward part of the street. The West Ward part of William 
Street was the left-hand side of the street running from Chamberlain Street towards Rossville Street and Abbey 
Street. James Cassidy lived in the block of houses between Rossville Street and Abbey Street. 

The number assigned by the enumerator to each house in the Ward is simply the order in which the houses are 
entered in Form B1 - the House and Building Return - and this order usually reflects the route that the enumerator 
followed as he made his way up and down the street. 

However, in this case, the West Ward was enumerated in two separate blocks by two different enumerators. The 
first block ran from Chamberlain Street to Rossville Street and the second block [where James Cassidy lived] 
from Rossville Street to Abbey Street. As a result, initially, I missed this second block.  

Once  I had sorted out this problem, it was easy to identify James Cassidy in the list as it runs geographically from 
Rossville Street to Abbey Street beginning with the Archibald family [the subject of a separate case study] and 
ending with Edward Boyle's public house at the corner of Abbey Street. 

I was able to match the census number 7 with the street number 60 by using the Griffith's Valuation Records. The 
original Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation dates from 1858 when all properties in the street were valued, given a 
number, and this number then put on a street map, thereby showing the exact location of each property within the 
street. The house which James Cassidy would occupy in 1901 had been given the number 62 in William Street 
[without] in 1858.  This can be seen on the map below. 

 
PRONI: VAL/2/D/5/11B 
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In 1858 this property was occupied by a Thomas Gilson. The Griffith’s Revision Books for the street [PRONI: 

VAL/12/B/32/11A-ZD] show by 1862 that the house had a new occupant, a John Gallagher, followed by a number of 
different occupants until by 1899 it was occupied by a Daniel Gillespie. By 1901 James Cassidy was the occupant 
and this is confirmed by the 1901 Census Return. 

During this period the valuers who were recording these changes began to use a different, larger scale, valuation 
map from c.1873 and by c.1880 had changed the numbering on the map to match the street numbers. Below, is a 
copy of part of the 1873 map covering the area where James's house was situated.. 

PRONI: VAL/12/E/157/1/10 

Unfortunately the numbering is difficult to read.  There are in fact three numbers given against each building - the 
original 62 [in black] from the 1858 map which is stroked out and replaced by 60 [in red], which is also stroked 
out and replaced by 54 [in purple]. This map covers the period 1873 to 1910. By 1910 the number of James's 
house on the map had changed to 54. Such renumbering of streets during this period was not uncommon in towns 
throughout the county. 

Later, when looking at the birth records for each of his children I found out that James had previously lived at 75 
William Street which is on the opposite side of the street from No. 60, about six houses up from his brother-in-
law, James Lecky, who lived in No. 63. All of James's children were born at No. 75 between 1880 and 1897. 
James was listed in the Griffith's Revision Books as moving into a shop in 1888 which had been created from part 
of the house in 1880. James must have been living in the house at No. 75 from 1880 but the Revisions do not 
record that fact. It is possible that he did not occupy the shop until c.1888. He was still listed as occupying the 
shop in 1901, but sometime between 1897 and 1901 he moved his living quarters over to No. 60 on the opposite 
side of the street. There is no doubt about this. If he had still been living in No. 75 he would have been 
enumerated in 1901 in the North Ward part of the street. His dwelling house, No. 60, was in the West Ward part 
of the street. 
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Marriage of James Cassidy and Sarah Duffy 

The marriage of James Cassidy to Sarah Duffy took place in St. Eugene's on 4th May 1879. This date and the 
details of the marriage came from a search of the Irish Genealogy: Central Signposting Index and the Derry ~ 
Londonderry Genealogy: Marriage Records for Co. Derry online database. 

The 1901 census form provided the starting point for this search. In many cases, using the birth of the first child in 
the census list and the ages of the mother and father, it is possible to estimate a year range when the couple’s 
marriage probably took place. Judging by the oldest child, Michael, it was likely that James and Sarah were 
probably married by 1880, providing of course that there were no children before Michael. However, if their first 
child was born c.1880 Sarah's age in the census [30] was clearly wrong. We know that James was born on the 25th 
August 1852 which means that he was really 49 in 1901, yet he gave his age as 38. The 1911 census form for the 
family of James and Sarah Cassidy shows that James was aged 56 and Sarah 50. This is a classic example of 
discrepancy between ages given in the 1901 Census and those given in the 1911 Census. In the case of Sarah this 
is probably the greatest discrepancy [20 years] that I have come across, so far. 

Once I had cleared up the age problem of the parents, I was fairly confident that the couple were married c.1880. I 
then carried out a search of the Irish Genealogy: Central Signposting Index for the marriage of a Cassidy in 1880 
to a spouse with the forename Sarah in Co. Derry. The result of that search is shown below. 

 

The only candidate is Sarah Duffy, 1879. I then searched the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy: Marriage Records 
for Co. Derry online database for the marriage of a James Cassidy, 1880 [+/- 4 years]. This search produced 18 
matches listed over two pages - too many! I was fairly confident that the marriage took place in either Long 
Tower or St. Eugene's. I, therefore, selected Long Tower [RC] but no relevant marriage was selected. I did the 
same for St. Eugene's and had the same result. I then chose Londonderry Urban No. 2 [RD] which was the Local 
Registrar's District in which the marriage would be registered and the result of this search is shown below. 

 

I was confident that the 1879 marriage was the correct marriage and I viewed this particular record - see 
screenshot below. 



 7

 

The surprise in the marriage entry is that James was a widower. I then did another search and found this: 
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Clearly, James Cassidy had been married in 1875 and his wife must have died before 1879. Did they have any 
children? A further search of the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy: Birth Records for Co. Derry online database 
revealed a child - Margaret Cassidy born to James Cassidy and Mary Doherty on 12th September 1877. I'm 
assuming that this child died. 

Births of the children of James Cassidy and Sarah Duffy 

According to the 1911 Census James and Sarah Cassidy had 11 children born alive and 7 of these were still living 
in 1911. The 1901 census lists 7 of these children and the 1911 Census lists 5 of them. By using a similar 
technique to that used to find the children of his brother  Denis Cassidy [see separate case study] I was able to 
identify a John Cassidy [born 1883], twins, Margaret and Elizabeth Cassidy [born 1888] and a Sarah Cassidy 
[born 1896].  Below are the details on each child. James's occupation at each birth was butcher and all of the 
children were born at 75 William Street, where James had a butcher's shop. 

Michael, born 16th June 1880. 

Mary, born 21st March 1882. 

John, born 14th December 1883 

Patrick, born 4th November 1885. 

Catherine [Cassie], born 31st October 1887. 

Elizabeth, born 18th October 1888. [twin] 

Margaret, born 18th October 1888. [twin] 

Ellen [Nellie], 19th February 1891. 

Isabella [Bella], born 7th August, 1893 

Sarah, born 12 February 1896. 

Charles, born 21st February 1897. 

Three of these children, the twins and Sarah died before 1901 and the fourth, Isabella, died in 1908. See index to 
the registration of her death in the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes database shown below.  

Name: Isabella Cassidy 
Registration district: Londonderry 
Record type: DEATHS 
Registration date - quarter and year: Oct - Dec 1908 
Estimated birth year: 1893 
Age: 15 
Volume: 2 
Page: 128. 

The Derry City Cemetery Records show the following burials in Plot DA/280. 

Margaret Cassidy, aged 10 months, 76 William Street, Born William Street.  Died 9/8/1889, buried 11/8/1889 - 
Parents James and Susan Cassidy 

Sarah Cassidy, aged 1 week, 75 William Street, Born William Street. Died 17/2/1896, buried 18/2/1896, Parents 
James and Susan Cassidy. 

Elizabeth Cassidy, aged 1 year, 5 months of 75 William Street, Derry.  Died 26/31890, buried 27/3/1890, Parents 
James and Susan Cassidy. 
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My thanks to Patrick Brady for this information on the Derry City Cemetery burials. 

John, who would have been 18 by 1901, must have left home. I have no idea of what happened to him. 

Patrick Brady has continued researching some members of the family well into the twentieth century. I will stop 
here because my objective was to demonstrate the process of tracing a family in the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. 

Conclusion 

In this particular case study of the family of James Cassidy I have made substantial use of the Derry ~ 
Londonderry Genealogy:  Marriage and Birth Records for Co. Derry online databases. This was because of the 
fact that I knew that there were a number of children born to James and Sarah that had died and I had no idea of 
their first names.  

In such a situation where there are a sizeable number of births involved and the first names of some of the children 
who died are not known, it might be better to commission a Research Report direct from Derry ~ Londonderry 
Genealogy. Obviously the choice that you make will depend on your circumstances, comparative cost and how 
quickly you want the information. 

Another alternative is to obtain details of the births and marriages from the GRONI in Belfast or the GROI in 
Dublin or Roscommon. Again, whether you use this option will depend on comparative cost and how quickly you 
want the information.  

Copyright 2009 W.Macafee. 

 


