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The Family of John Dale living in the Townland of Drumadreen in 1901 

John Dale and his family lived in the townland of Drumadreen which straddles the main road between Limavady and 
Dungiven. The townland is dominated by a steep hill known locally as Scott’s Brae. In earlier times it was known as 
Long’s Hill after the Long family who lived in the townland during the first half of the nineteenth century. The location 
of the townland within the Roe Valley is shown in the map below and the photograph shows Scott’s Brae or Long’s 
Hill.  

 

 

John Dale’s family were listed in the 1901 Census. 
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1901 Census  [Gelvin DED] [PRONI: MIC354/5/13] 

The census shows that John Dale was living with his two sons and a daughter in a house with 4 front windows and 2 
rooms. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where Born 

6 John Dale Head of family Presbyterian Read & 
write 

70 M Farmer Widower Co. 
Londonderry 

6 Samuel Dale Son Presbyterian Read & 
write 

30 M Farmer's Son Not married Co. 
Londonderry 

6 John Dale Son Presbyterian Read & 
write 

21 M Farmer's Son Not married Co. 
Londonderry 

6 Ellen Dale Daughter Presbyterian Read & 
write 

24 F Farmer's 
Daughter 

Not married Co. 
Londonderry 

As the census returns show, John Dale was a widower who appears to have been born c.1831. When did his wife die 
and when did he die? A search of the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes database on the LDS website produced the 
matches below for the deaths of an Elizabeth Dale and a John Dale 

Name Superintendent's 
Registration District 

Local Registration District Registration Date - 
Quarter & Year  

Estimated Birth 
Year 

Age Volume 
No.

Page No. 

Elizabeth 
Dale 

Limavady  Dungiven Apr - Jun 1897 1838 59 1 479 

John Dale Limavady Dungiven Oct - Dec 1908 1828 80 1 428 

Note that the Ireland Civil Registration Indexes only give the Superintendent's Registration District. This is sufficient if 
obtaining a copy of a verification from GROI, Dublin or Roscommon. I have added the Local Registration District. This 
is required if ordering a verification from GRONI, Belfast. The Superintendent’s Registration District is not adequate. I 
phoned the GRONI in Belfast and provided them with sufficient information to obtain a verification of the deaths. The 
information supplied by GRONI was as follows: 

An entry of a death of - Elizabeth Dale - at Drumadreen, Dungiven, Limavady - on the 29th May 1897 - married and a 
wife of a farmer - age 59 years 

An entry of a death of - John Dale - at Drumadreen, Dungiven, Limavady - on the 28th November 1908 - a farmer and a 
widower - age 80 years 

Marriage of John and Elizabeth Dale 

When were the couple married? What was his wife’s maiden name? When I was first researching this marriage I was 
not even sure of his wife’s first name. In estimating the date of their marriage I assumed that there were likely to have 
been more children in their family who were older than those shown in the census returns. I hypothesised that they were 
probably married in the late 1850s or early 1860s. I first used the Irish Genealogy: Central Signposting Index. By 
including the first name John and the date 1860 in the search, but no spouse name, I ended up with three candidates - 
Margaret Jane Peoples, Elizabeth Douglas or Isabella Johnston. 
 

 

At this stage I was drawn towards the name Douglas which is a common surname in the parish of Bovevagh. At the 
time I was initially researching this marriage the Derry Genealogy Centre was not operating, so I then searched the 
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Emerald Ancestors website for the marriages of any John Dale in Co. Londonderry and discovered that a John Dale and 
an Elizabeth Douglas were married on the 1st July 1861 in Largy Presbyterian Church. 

I then checked the database on the CD of church records extant for the county and saw that Largy Presbyterian Church 
had marriage registers covering the years 1845-1936. A microfilm copy of this register is available at PRONI and also 
at Coleraine Library. The entry in the marriage register reads: 

John Dale, bachelor, aged 35, farmer of Drumadeen married Elizabeth Douglas, spinster, aged 23 of Ardinariff on 1st 
July 1861 in Largy Presbyterian Church. The witnesses were Henry McFaddin and Margaret Jane Stevenson. John's 
father was given as William Dale, farmer. Elizabeth father was given as Joseph Douglas, farmer. 

If a church record had not been available another option would have been to obtain a copy of the marriage entry from 
the civil register. Because this marriage took place before 1922 there are copies of this marriage in both the General 
Register Office, Northern Ireland [GRONI] and the General Register Office, Republic of Ireland [GROI]. 

GRONI only hold the indexes to the marriage registers for pre-1922 marriages, not the actual registers. These are held 
in the Local Registrars’ Offices at Derry City Council, Limavady Borough Council, Coleraine Borough Council and 
Magherafelt District Council. You can of course go to Belfast and search their indexes but you will not be able to obtain 
the details of a marriage during that visit. The details have to come from the local office and will be posted to you at a 
later date.  

It is possible to visit the local offices but it is best to check before making a visit. Normally, the local offices expect you 
to know the names of the bride and groom, the approximate year in which they were married, the church in which they 
were married and the Local Registrar's District where the marriage took place. This marriage took place in Largy 
Presbyterian Church which lay within the Ballykelly Local Registrar's District and the marriage registers for this district 
are held by Limavady Borough Council. 

Another option would be to obtain a copy of the marriage entry in the civil register either by visiting GROI in Lower 
Abbey Street, Dublin or by post from the GROI at Roscommon. To do this I would require the information shown in the 
table below which I was able to get from the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes on the LDS website 
[familysearch.org.].  This information has been databased from the LDS microfilm copies of the indexes created in the 
1950s. Alternatively you can search the original index books [red for births, green for marriages and black for deaths] at 
the GROI in Lower Abbey Street, Dublin. 

Name: John Dale 
Registration district: Newtown Limavady 
Record type: MARRIAGES 
Registration date - quarter and year: 1861 
Volume: 9 
Page: 322 

Name: Elizabeth Douglas 
Registration district: Newtownlimavady 
Record type: MARRIAGES 
Registration date - quarter and year: 1861 
Volume: 9 
Page: 322 

Note, however, that both the GRONI in Belfast and the Local Registrars' Offices use a different index for marriages. 
They no longer use the original indexes. 

Because the Derry Genealogy Centre has recently been relaunched as Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy and its 
databases can now be searched online, I could now get the details of the marriage from a database entry in the Derry ~ 
Londonderry Genealogy: Marriage Records for Co. Derry online database.  

On the next page you will see two screenshots from the computer that will demonstrate the process of obtaining such 
information. The first screenshot is the initial search. Here I have entered John Dales’s name, the date of the marriage 
and Largy (PR) in the Parish/District search box. Largy (PR) means Largy Presbyterian Church. When I first searched 
for the marriage I did not include Largy (PR) in the search and the search still came up with one marriage of a John 
Dale for 1861.  I was certain that this was the John Dale that I wanted but, just to confirm it, I did another search adding 
the Largy (PR) and the same record still remained on the screen. I certainly find the Parish/District search box useful in 
confirming or eliminating not only marriages but also births. Note, however, at the moment, it can only be used if a 
forename is entered in the Firstname box. 
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The marriage entry tells us that John Dale’s father was William Dale. I am certain that William Dale was dead in 1861, 
although it does not say so on the marriage certificate. A Joseph Douglas (Billy) is listed in the 1858 Griffith's 
[Tenement] Valuation in Ardinariff [Ardinarive] holding a house, offices & land 47 acres 1 rood and 30 perches and 
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mountain land 33 acres and 25 perches. His house was valued at £3.10.0. This might be Elizabeth’s father, but I have no 
evidence to confirm this hypothesis. 

My reason for thinking that William Dale was dead by 1861 was the fact that in the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation of 
1858 the name John Deale is listed against the Dale farm in Drumadreen. If his father William had been still alive his 
name would have been listed. Unfortunately, his death would have taken place before compulsory civil registration.  A 
copy of part of the valuation page is shown below. 

 

I was certain that John Dale was a member of Bovevagh Presbyterian Church where he was a young communicant in 
1837. However, I was unable to find any record of his baptism there. But, I did find a marriage of a William Dale to an 
Elizabeth McClenaghan in 1825. Unfortunately it did not give details of the townlands where each of them lived but I 
am now inclined to think that this couple were most probably John Dale's parents. See Some thoughts on John Dale's 
parents - William Dale and Elizabeth McClenaghan at the end of this paper. 

Births of the children of John Dale and Elizabeth Douglas 

I searched the Bovevagh baptismal register for the period 1862 to the 1880s and I found all of the baptisms of their 
children, except one - John - the last child to be born. The names, dates of births and baptisms are shown in the table 
below, John being the exception 

Name of Child Date of Birth Date of Baptism 

William 3rd May 1862. 5th July 1862. 

Joseph 20th December 1863. 13th March 1864. 

Isaiah 11th December 1865. 4th February 1866. 

Eliza Jane 10th February 1868. 5th March 1868. 

Samuel Douglas 10th November 1870 20th February 1871. 

Sarah Ann 4th October 1872. 5th November 1872. 

Mary 30th December 1874. 6th February 1875. 

Eleanor 10th April 1877. 3rd June 1877. 

John Not given. Not given. 
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Compulsory registration of births began in 1864. Therefore, from Isaiah onwards, the births of the children should be 
registered. I checked Isaiah and he was. I decided therefore to look for John. According to the 1901 Census Returns he 
was aged 21 at that time. This suggests he was born c.1880, which is consistent with the data above. I looked in the 
Ireland Civil Registration Indexes on the LDS website and found the birth of a John Dale registered in Limavady 
Registration District in the Jan - Mar quarter of 1880 [Volume 1, page 662]. 

I was fairly confident that this was "my" John Dale and saw little point in sending for his birth certificate. However I 
have returned to this study because, as mentioned above, the Derry ~ Londonderry Genealogy databases are now 
online.  

Below is a screenshot of my search for John Dale in the online Birth Records for Co. Derry database. Note that I was 
able to narrow down the search by using his father's first name and choosing Dungiven (RD). RD stands for Registrar's 
District. I knew that the townland of Drumadreen was part of Gelvin DED and it was part of Dungiven Registrar's 
District, therefore, the birth would have to be registered in Dungiven, not Limavady. As the screenshot shows it 
produced 1 match and I was certain that this must be "my" John Dale. A view of the record produced the details of the 
birth shown in the second screenshot. 
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Family of Samuel Dale and Matilda Jane Wray 

Because the church records continue to be good up until 1934, I was able to find the marriage of John Dale's son, 
Samuel, who was listed in the 1901 Census Returns, aged 30. He married Matilda Jane Wray of Killybleught  on 21st 
March 1907 in Bovevagh Presbyterian Church. Matilda Jane was the daughter of James Wray, farmer of Killybleught. 
They had nine children who were all baptised in Bovevagh Presbyterian Church. Their names, dates of births and 
baptisms are listed in the table on the next page. 

Name of Child Date of Birth Date of Baptism 

John 19th December 1907. 24th March 1908. 

William 19th March 1909 1st June 1909. 

James 2nd October 1910. 18th January 1911. 

Mary Jane 15th September 1912. 22nd December 1912. 

Samuel 24th August 1914. 1st December 1914. 

Albert 4th December 1915. 16th February 1916. 

Matthew 14th December 1918. 26th March 1919. 

Tillie 23rd November 1920. 22nd December 1920. 

Isabella 18th May 1923. 22nd November 1923. 

Where, exactly, did the family live in Drumadreen? 

Samuel, his wife, three sons, a brother and a sister were listed in the 1911 Census living in a house with 4 front 
windows and 5 rooms. Clearly there had been some renovations to the house of 1901. Note that Samuel did not fill in 
some parts of the form but it is obvious what should be written in the blank cells. He had just been married four years 
and his father had died in 1908 

1911 Census [Gelvin DED] [NAI: 1911 Online Census] 

Married 4 years – children born alive 3 – 3 still alive in 1911. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where Born 

6 Samuel Dale Head of family Presbyterian Read & 
write 

40 M Farmer Married  Londonderry 

6 Matilda Dale Wife Presbyterian Read & 
write 

28 F Farmer's Son Married Londonderry 

6 John Dale Son Presbyterian Cannot read 3 M   Londonderry 

6 William Dale Son Presbyterian Cannot read 2 M   Londonderry 

6 James Dale 
 

Son Presbyterian Cannot read 6 
months 

   Londonderry 

6 John Dale 
 

Brother Presbyterian Read & 
write 

30    Londonderry 

6 Ellen Dale Sister Presbyterian Read & 
write 

33    Londonderry 

The number of the house in the census is simply the order in which the house was listed in the House and Building 
Return, Form B. This order is usually a geographical order reflecting the journey of the enumerator around the 
townland. Interestingly, the census number of the house in both the 1901 and the 1911 census is No. 6. I am certain 
Samuel Dale and his family lived at what was No. 7 in the 1858 Griffith's Valuation shown on the next page. 
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Originally, John Dale [his father] lived on a farm consisting of five separate plots of land numbered 5A,B,C and D in 
the 1858 Griffith's Valuation. They had probably lived there from the 1830s, at least. Their house was on plot 5B. The 
map below shows the locations of farms Nos. 5 and 7. 

 
PRONI: VAL/12/D/5/16A & 17A [1856-1870] 
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Below is a table summarising evidence from the Griffith’s Revision Books [PRONI: VAL/12/B/31/14A-E] which help to 
explain the move of the Dale family from No. 5 to No.7 on this map. 

It shows John Dale [spelt Deale] occupying 5A-D. His first act was to acquire the land 1B which adjoined part of his 
farm numbered 5B on the map. The Scotts, who would take over John Dale’s house and land c.1880, were already in 
possession of the house and land No. 6 from 1874. This meant that the Scotts and the Dales were living beside each 
other from c.1874. In 1881 John Dale acquired No. 7 which adjoined John Dale’s existing farms. Before John Dale took 
this farm over, it was being used as an outlying farm by a Joseph Hunter.  It had originally been the property of the 
Long family – hence the earlier name of Long’s Hill for Scott’s Brae. Whilst the dwelling house had not been used for 
habitation for some time, it would not have been difficult to refurbish it.  

In a sense John Dale exchanged his somewhat scattered farm [No. 5] for a more compact farm made up of 1B and 7 
with probably a better dwelling house and offices than he had at No. 5. Certainly the 1858 valuation book shows that 
the buildings on No. 7 at £1.10.0 were twice the value of those on No. 5 

No. in 
Griffiths 
1859 

Occupier 1859 Description of 
Property 1859 

Valuation of 
Buildings 1859 

Occupier 1859 to c.1900 

1B John King Land 18.3.35.  1861 Andrew King. 1867 John King. 1879 John Deale. 1893 Samuel 
Deale. 

1Ba John Parks Cottier House £0.25 John Parks. 1901 house down. 

1Bb Maryanne Early Cottier House £0.25 Maryanne Early. 1901 house down. 

1Bc Thomas Boyd Cottier 
House 

£0.25 Thomas Boyd. 1901 house down. 

1Bd Alexander 
McLoughlin 

Cottier House £0.50 Alexander McLoughlin. 1901 house vacant. 

5A John Deale Land 11.1.35.  1880 Joseph Scott. 

5Ba John Deale House, offices 
& land 2.2.32. 

£0.75 1880 Joseph Scott. 

5C John Deale Land 4.1.20.  1880 Joseph Scott. 

5D John Deale Land 4.0.15.  1880 Joseph Scott. 

7 Joseph Hunter Offices & land 
24.2.30. 

£1.50 1879 John King. 1881 John Deale. 1895 Samuel Deale. 

Some thoughts on John Dale's parents - William Dale and Elizabeth McClenaghan 

There is no doubt that John Dale's father was William Dale - it says so on his marriage certificate. The question is - was 
Elizabeth McClenaghan his mother? In other words - is the William Dale who married Elizabeth McClenaghan in 1825 
the same William Dale listed on John Dale's marriage certificate? 

As I said above, William was probably dead by 1861 but what about Elizabeth? The Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes 
show the registration of a death of an Elizabeth Dale in Limavady Registration District in 1887. The death would have 
been registered in the Local Registrar's District of Dungiven. The death is recorded in the indexes as being registered in 
the Jan. - March quarter of 1887 [Volume 1, page 509] and the age given at death was 86, suggesting an estimated birth 
year of 1801.  

I obtained a verification of this death from GRONI in Belfast: -An entry of a death of - Elizabeth Dale - at Drumadreen, 
Dungiven, Limavady - on the 20th December 1886 - age 86 years – of the farming class. I am certain that this is John 
Dale’s mother. She must have been living with the family right up until her death.  Note that, although she died in 
December 1886, the death was not registered until the first quarter of 1887, hence the discrepancy in the dates. 

As I have already exhausted any extant church records for the first half of the nineteenth century, the only records that I 
can turn to are the 1831 Census Returns [which are really only a statistical, religious census which does, at least, give 
names of heads of households], the 1827 Tithe Applotment Book for Drumadreen , which lists landholders only, the 
Townland Valuation of 1831, which only lists the occupiers of houses where the valuation of the houses approached £3 
and the Ordnance Survey Memoirs for the parish of Bovevagh c.1835.  



 10 

The name Dale only appears in one of these documents – the 1831 Census returns. Here an Elizabeth Dale was listed as 
head of a household [all Presbyterian] of 1 female and 2 males. Clearly she must be the one female. Are the two males 
her sons, brothers, etc.? We have no way of knowing and all sorts of possibilities exist.  A copy of the page [excuse the 
quality of the reproduction] is shown on the next page. 

To complicate matters further, there is an entry by Thomas Fagan in the Bovevagh Memoir for June 1835 that 
according to a number of local people a “William Dale, aged 40, an Eliza Dale, aged 38, and a John Dale, aged 5, 
Presbyterians from Drumadreen, emigrated to New York in 1833” [page 59 of the printed memoir].  

The John Dale who died in 1908, aged 80, fits the age profile of this youngster and the adults are not far away from his 
parent’s age profiles. Could John Dale have gone to America and returned with both or one of his parents? If he did, 
then we know for sure that his mother returned but we do not know when his father died.  

Certainly we do know that some emigrants did return during that period. In fact on page 27 of the printed memoir there 
is the following statement. “Emigration to America is proceeding rapidly, but many of the emigrants return from ill 
health” Referring to the last season’s emigration [1834] it says “ the emigrants have not met with their usual success 
and many of them have returned.” Unfortunately no names are mentioned. 

Clearly, what I have written above on emigration can be no more than speculation. I would have been more inclined to 
believe it if the profile of the family listed in the 1831 Census Returns [which is fact] had matched that of the 1834 Dale 
emigrants – and it clearly does not. 

One thing I can be fairly sure of is the general location of where Elizabeth Dale lived within Drumadreen. If you look at 
the 1831 Census list below, Elizabeth Dale’s house is beside William Long and Alexander Smith and near to Barnot’s 
house. Names in the 1831 Census, like the 1901 and 1911 Census, tend to follow a geographical order reflecting the 
enumerator’s journey around the townland. 

 

I know from the Tithe Books and the Townland Valuation where these people lived. I was able to match the numbers of 
some persons listed in the Townland Valuation with the houses on the first edition of the Ordnance Survey map of 1833 
and, although there is no mention of a Dale in these books, I am very certain that Elizabeth Dale, in 1831, was living 
where John Dale was listed in the 1858 Griffith’s [Tenement] Valuation. 

A copy of the map is shown on the next page. No. 7 on the map is William Long’s house [the house which Samuel Dale 
was occupying in 1911] and No. 8 was J. Barnet [later occupied by Samuel Fulton in 1858]. I have indicated where I 
think Elizabeth Dale’s house was and this corresponds to No. 5B in the 1858 Griffith’s {Tenement] Valuation.  
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PRONI: OS/6/5/16/1 & /6/5/17/1 

Clearly, much of this is speculation. However, I am confident that there was a Dale family in the townland in 1831 and I 
am reasonably certain that they lived at the location shown in the map above. When they arrived in the townland; I have 
no idea. Certainly if you search the eighteenth century databases in the left-hand menu of the CD you will find the name 
Dale in various localities within the Barony of Keenaght. The name is not listed in the 1663 Hearth Money Rolls but, 
through evasion and exemption, this tax return did not always list everyone who was living in an area at that time. 

Conclusion  

This case study illustrates the different sources that you can use to reconstruct a family in the second half of the 
nineteenth century and it shows the importance of good church records in this process. At the same time it also indicates 
alternative ways of acquiring information on births, marriages and deaths.  

The value and, at the same time, the limitations of the 1901 and 1911 Census Returns can also be seen. Whilst these 
returns provide the names, ages and relationships of the individuals listed in a household, it can only be for those 
persons resident in the house on the night of the census. For those families, such as that of John Dale, where the 
marriage of the head of household took place nearer to the middle of the nineteenth century, many oof the children have 
become adults and moved on. The returns are best for relatively young families where a marriage took place from the 
1880s onwards. In many cases virtually all of the children will be listed.  

Unfortunately the church records for the earlier part of the nineteenth century are not as good. This is clearly illustrated 
by the brevity of the information on John Dale's parents William Dale and Elizabeth McClenaghan. Nevertheless the 
records that are available for this early period have allowed me to confirm that there was a family of Dales in 
Drumadreen in 1831. This highlights the importance of the 1831 Census Returns as a source. If, as in areas outside Co. 
Londonderry, I had been relying entirely on the Tithe Records and the First [Townland] Valuation, no such conclusion 
could have been reached. 

Finally, my thanks to Jackie Dale and Raymond Fulton, direct descendants of John Dale, for their help with this study.  


