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The Doherty Family of Gorteade, Upperlands 

This study deals with the family of Joe Doherty, a man I first met in the late 1960s. It was included as one of the case studies on my 
CD Researching Derry & Londonderry Ancestors. Sadly, Joe passed away on 12th December 2011. Joe lived in the townland of 
Gorteade which lies to the north of the village of Upperlands in the Parish of Maghera in the Barony of Loughinsholin. Gorteade also 
lies within the District Electoral Division [DED] of Swatragh in the Poor Law Union of Magherafelt.  

 

At the time of his death Joe was living on the same farm that his great-grandfather William Doherty lived in over 150 years ago. In 
fact his great-great-grandfather Henry Kane (father of William Doherty's wife, Bridget) lived on the same farm in 1828 and very 
probably even earlier than that. Joe's grandmother, Sarah and her family, were listed in both the 1901 and 1911 Returns.  

Here I intend to give you a short historical account of the family indicating the sources that Joe and I used to construct the 'story' of 
his family. Reference will also be made to the family of William Crilly who also lived in Gorteade. Joe Doherty's mother, Mary 
Crilly, was a granddaughter of John Crilly of Gorteade. 

 

The above family tree was constructed initially from information supplied by Joseph (Joe) Doherty. Although that information 
included some family papers it was mainly oral. Joe had an excellent memory and had a great knowledge [going back a long way] of 
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not only his family but also the townland and the wider locality in which they lived. Much of this knowledge seems to have come 
from his parents, particularly his mother Mary Crilly.  

I also obtained information on the family mainly from church records and from visits to the graveyard at Granaghan just outside the 
village of Swatragh.   

Additional information came from the standard sources - the Tithe Applotment Book of 1828, the 1831 Census Returns, the Griffith's 
[Tenement] Valuation of 1858/59, the Griffith's Revisions 1860-c.1930 and the 1901 and 1911 Census Returns. I was also able to get 
some information from  the Mercers' Company estate records and the wills for the Diocese of Derry, 1628-1857. Because the 
townland of Gorteade is part of the Upperlands locality study you will be able to see the content of most of these sources for the entire 
townland at the Barony of Loughinsholin link in the right-hand menu of the CD. 

Where did the family live within the townland? 

The earliest recording of the family in the townland is 1828. This is simply because there are no records available for the townland 
before that date. The two family names of Doherty and Kane [O'Kane] which produced the present day family are fairly common 
surnames throughout the general area. Henry Kane was listed in the 1828 Tithe Applotment Book [PRONI: FIN/5/A/212] as holding 
almost 13 acres of land in the townland. The figures in brackets relate to English Statute acres. I added them. The other figures are the 
original Irish acres. Multiplying the Irish acres by 1.62 converts them to Statute acres. 

 

Although the exact location of this land is not given, comparison of the order of names [which tends to be geographical within this 
source] with the order of names in the 1831 Census and the later 1859 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation and its accompanying map, 
confirm that he was living in the same location as his great-great grandson, Joe. 

In fact the Griffith's Valuation shows that his daughter Bridget, who had married William Doherty of the Lavey, was holding the same 
13 acres of land in 1859, numbered 30 in the list. This number 30 relates to the valuation map that accompanies this valuation and 
allows us to identify the location of No. 30 on the map, which, as we already know, is the same location where Joe lived. 
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The accompanying map can be seen on the next page. 

PRONI: 
[VAL/12/D/5/32B [c.1860-c.1883] & VAL/12/D/5/33C [c.1860-c.1878] 

William Doherty and Bridget Kane 

According to Joe, William Doherty came from the parish of Lavey. He was not exactly sure in which townland his great-grandfather 
might have lived. He remembered that some earlier family members had contact with the Lavey area but cannot be more specific. We 
do not know exactly when William and Bridget were married. Clearly they must have been married before 1842 when their son 
Thomas was born. Joe was aware of Thomas having two sisters but he did not know their names, nor was he sure if there were any 
other children. Unfortunately, all of these events took place before the period of compulsory civil registration., so we are dependent 
on church records for any information on these events.  

It is more than likely that the marriage of William and Bridget took place within the Roman Catholic parish of Maghera. They were 
probably married in St. John the Baptist Church at Granaghan just outside Swatragh. Any record of their marriage would have to be 
within the marriage registers for the parish which were probably held at the main church at the Glen. Both the marriage and baptismal 
registers for Maghera begin in 1841. I have not been able to find any record of their marriage or the baptism of Thomas. The 
microfilm copy of these records is extremely difficult to read and I may have missed them. However, I am inclined to think that either 
these two events were never recorded, or the registers containing them have been lost or destroyed.  

The 1859 Griffith's Valuation lists Bridget as the occupier suggesting that William was dead by this time. Joe did not know when he 
died and there were no burial records in the parish registers. Almost by chance, I came across a reference to a William Doherty of 
Gorteade whose will was probated in 1855 within the Diocese of Derry. I am confident that this is William, Joe's great grandfather, so 
we entered died c.1855 against William in the family tree. 
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We are not entirely sure of the exact year Bridget Doherty [nee O'Kane] died. We know from the Griffith's Revision Book covering 
the years 1864 to 1883 that Bridget's name was crossed out by the valuers in 1870 and replaced by Thomas Doherty [her son]. The 
question is when, exactly, did she die? The problem with the Revision Books is that any date written in these books is the date after 
the event had taken place, not necessarily the date when it took place. In this case we know that the valuers were in the townland 
during the years 1867 and 1870. This would suggest that Bridget may have died some time between 1868 and 1870.  

I looked up the Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes database on the LDS website to see if I could find the registration of a death of a 
Bridget Doherty around that time. First I searched for Bridget Doherty and could not find a match. Because the family name was spelt 
Dougherty in the 1901 Census Returns, I then looked for a Bridget Dougherty and found what, I thought was a match, until I looked at 
the registration district, Coleraine, and the age at death, 89. Clearly, this Bridget Dougherty could not be the mother of Thomas who 
was born in 1842 and, as she was living in Gorteade, her death would have been registered in the Magherafelt district rather than the 
Coleraine district. I then looked for a Bridget Dogherty and found a possible match. This Bridget died in 1865, aged 62 and her death 
was registered in the Magherafelt district. I checked this birth but this Bridget Doherty had lived in Craigmore, a townland near the 
town of Maghera. I have not been able to find any more possible matches. This may simply be due to the variant spelling of the 
surname Doherty but, it is more likely to be that the death was never registered. After all, the compulsory registration of deaths only 
began in 1864. 

Thomas Doherty and Sarah O'Kane 

Much more is known about Thomas Doherty, Joe's grandfather. He was born in 1842 and died in 1907. He married Sarah O'Kane 
from the adjoining townland of Lisgorgan in the parish of Tamlaght O'Crilly. Incidentally Lisgorgan  adjoins Gorteade and part of the 
townland boundary is a few hundred yards from the Doherty house in Gorteade. The couple were married on 24th November 1861 in 
the Roman Catholic Parish of Kilrea, in St. Mary’s, Drumagarner. The ceremony was conducted by Rev. S. Otterson. Sarah O’Kane’s 
parents were Patrick and Betty O’Kane. Thomas Doherty’s mother was Bridget Kane and his father had died c.1855. The witnesses 
were John Kane from Lisgorgan and Sara Connor from Dunglady.  

This marriage is typical of many rural marriages between the sons and daughters of farmers - the families and the witnesses usually 
lived in adjoining townlands. The marriage took place in Drumagarner because Sarah O'Kane lived in Lisgorgan. Lisgorgan was part 
of the civil parish of Tamlaght O'Crilly but was in the Roman Catholic Parish of Kilrea and the nearest church would have been at 
Drumagarner. Because Catholic marriages were not officially registered until 1864 there is no civil record of this marriage, just the 
church record. Incidentally, if the marriage had taken place after 1864 it would have been registered in the Ballymoney District 
because Drumagarner, the townland where the marriage took place, was part of Ballymoney Poor Law Union. After the County 
Council Act of 1898 this part of the county became part of the Coleraine Union. 

The children of Thomas and Sarah were baptised in the Roman Catholic Parish of Maghera. Joe had given me the names of the 
children and an estimate of the year when each was born and, where he knew, when they died. Most of this information had come 
from his father, Patrick, and he was confident of the dates for his father and his younger brother Tommie. He was less confident of the 
dates for children born before his father mainly because one had died young and three had emigrated to America. In fact he 
remembers his father saying that he never really knew his eldest brother William who was born in 1863, fifteen years before Patrick 
was born. By the time Patrick was old enough William had gone to America. Such a situation was not unusual in the large families 
[both Roman Catholic and Protestant] of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

William, the eldest child, was born before the compulsory registration of births in 1864 and even after compulsory registration not 
every birth was registered in the early years. Also finding the surname Doherty in the indexes to the civil births, as indicated above for 
deaths, is not an easy task and can be a very expensive business, even if you have a good idea of the date of a birth. Church registers, 
if available, are often a better alternative. I was able to find the baptisms of all of the children in the baptismal register for the parish 
of Maghera [1841-1881]. The dates given for each child below refer to their dates of baptism but, since baptisms usually took place 
almost as soon as a child was born, the baptismal date and the actual birth date are almost the same.  

William, 21st February 1863 - Sponsors, Daniel Kane and Nancy Crilly.  

Patrick,  23rd February 1865 - Sponsors, Michael and Rose Kane.  [Pat died later but, as yet, I have not been able to find details of his 
death or burial] 

Elizabeth, 11th August 1867 - Sponsors, Pat Kane and Mary Jane Connor.  

Catherine, 20th September 1869 - Sponsors, Roddy Kane and Rose Kane.  

Biddy Jane, 19th November 1871 - Sponsors, Thomas and  [?] Diamond.  

Annie, 30th August 1873 - Sponsors Patrick Connor and Eliza Connor. 

Sarah, 16th June 1876 - Sponsors, Roddy Kane and Rose Kane. 
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Patrick, 30th June 1878 - Sponsors, Francis McNickle and Rose Kane. [There is also a note to say that Patrick married Mary Crilly in 
St. John's Granaghan on 18th June 1916.] 

Thomas, 22nd September 1881, Sponsors - Daniel Kane and Mrs D. Kane. 

The 1901 and 1911 Census Enumerators' Returns give fairly detailed information on the members of the family living on the farm in 
Gorteade in the early years of the twentieth century.  

1901 Census Returns [Swatragh DED] [PRONI: MIC354/37]. The house was thatched, had 4 front windows and 4 rooms. 

House No. 
in Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

28 Sarah Dougherty Head of Family Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 57 F Farmer Married Co. 
Derry 

28 Patrick Dougherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & write 24 M Farmer's Son Not married Co. 
Derry 

28 Annie Dougherty Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & write 22 F Farmer's 
Daughter 

Not married Co. 
Derry 

28 Sarah Dougherty Daughter Roman 
Catholic 

Read & write 20 F Farmer's 
Daughter 

Not married Co. 
Derry 

28 Tommie Dougherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & write 18 M Farmer's Son Not married Co. 
Derry 

1911 Census Returns [Swatragh DED] [NAI: 1911 Online Census]. The house was thatched, had 3 front windows and 2 rooms. 

House No. 
in Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

34 Sarah Dougherty Head of Family Roman 
Catholic 

Read only 73 F   Widow Co. Derry 

34 Patrick Dougherty Son Roman 
Catholic 

Read & write 30 M Farmer Single Co. Derry 

34 Joseph McLoughlin Grandson Roman 
Catholic 

Cannot read 4 M   Single Co. Derry 

The first point to notice here is that Thomas Doherty [Joe's grandfather] was not listed in either census. Sarah, his wife, was listed as 
head of the family or households in both 1901 and 1911. She was a widow in 1911 and we know that Thomas had died in 1907. 
Clearly he was absent on the night of the 1901 Census and, therefore, was not listed. We do not where he was on the night of the 
census. He could have been visiting someone but that is not likely. He could have been away on business. Perhaps we will be able to 
find him when the 1901 Census for the county comes online in the future. 

The second point is the description of the house in each census. In 1901 the house is described as having a thatched roof, 4 front 
windows and 4 rooms. In 1911 only 3 front windows are listed and only two rooms. The difference might be a genuine mistake or 
perhaps in 1911, since the family was smaller, they were not occupying all of the dwelling house. Certainly the photograph below, 
taken in the 1930s, suggests that there probably were 4 front windows.  
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Because Sarah was a widow in 1911 she was not required to say how many years she was married nor provide details of how many of 
her children had been born alive and how many were still living. This missing information would have been very useful and 
sometimes widows do enter the information and then cross it out. Clearly Sarah obeyed the instructions to the letter. Sarah could only 
read and the form was filled in by someone else. From the evidence of the writing I think Patrick may have filled in the 1911 form and 
the enumerator witnessed her mark. 

The 1901 Census Returns list the four children born after 1877. As I said above the ages listed against each person seem correct. The 
1901 Census is notorious for inaccuracy of ages. Note that Sarah gave her age in 1901 as 57, yet ten years later she was 73. It is well 
known that because of the introduction of the Old Age Pension in 1907 people ages tend to be more "accurate" in the 1911 Census. 
Certainly many people aged significantly during the ten year gap. Sarah was old enough to claim a pension in 1911. She would had to 
show that she was eligible for a pension. Did she make a claim? I had a look in T550/26 in PRONI but drew a blank.. 

By 1911 only Patrick was living with his mother. Sarah's grandson, Joseph McLaughlin, was also living in the house. Joseph was the 
son of Sarah (1881-1907). In 1906 Sarah had married a Charlie McLaughlin from Scotland. Sarah died in childbirth in 1907. Charlie 
appears to have returned to Scotland and Joseph was brought up by his grandmother. 1907 was a tragic year for Sarah - she lost her 
husband and her youngest daughter during that year.  

Patrick Doherty and Mary Crilly 

In 1917 Patrick, Joe's father, married Mary Crilly who also lived in Gorteade. Mary was the daughter of Head Constable Crilly who, 
along with two of his brothers, had joined the Revenue Police and later the RIC. William and his family are the subject of a separate 
case study.  

The couple were married on 8th November 1917 in the Roman Catholic Parish of Maghera in St. John the Baptist Church at 
Granaghan just outside Swatragh.  The civil register does not tell us who conducted the ceremony. The witnesses were William Crilly 
and Brigid Crilly. Thomas's occupation was given as farmer and Mary Crilly's as housekeeper. The fathers of the couple were given 
as Thomas Doherty and William Crilly respectively and both were listed as farmers. Both of the fathers were deceased. Thomas 
Doherty had died in 1907 and William Crilly in 1899. More evidence that you cannot assume that the father of a bride or bridegroom 
is alive at the time of the marriage of their daughter or son. Sometimes (deceased) is added. It was not in this case. 

I have not really pursued the story of the family after 1911. However, here is a photograph which would be a useful starting point for 
the next chapter in the story. Here we have a group of men who are posing for a photograph in a field in the townland of Lisgorgan 
which is adjacent to Gorteade.  The men had been pulling flax for the owner of the field, Jack Gribbin. The photograph was taken in 
August 1938 by his sister Sissy Gribbin.  

Amongst the group are Patrick Doherty who was the present Joe Doherty’s father. Other relations of Joe in the photograph are his 
brother Tom, his cousin Danny Crilly and his uncle Dominic Crilly. All, except Danny Crilly, were listed in the 1901 and/or the 1911 
Census. Incidentally I met Danny Crilly c.1970. 
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Conclusion 

Clearly, this case study is an example of a family that has been resident in the one place for at least 180 years.  

The surname Doherty, although originating in Co. Donegal, was widespread throughout Co. Londonderry in the middle of the 
seventeenth century. In the Hearth Money Rolls of 1663 there were 41 families with the surname Doherty listed in the county [9 in the 
barony of Loughinsholin]. There were 54 Kanes [8 in the barony of Loughinsholin] and 1 Crilly in the barony of Loughinsholin. Of 
course we must remember that this 1663 source only listed a fraction of the actual population at that time.  By 1831 there were 740 
Dohertys [69 in the barony of Loughinsholin], 811 Kanes [212 in the barony of Loughinsholin] and 113 Crillys [97 in the barony of 
Loughinsholin].  

We were able to identify John Kane and John Crilly in the 1831 Census Returns for Gorteade which allowed us to begin the story of 
Joe Doherty's ancestors from that time. Unfortunately we have no records that allow us to take the story from the 1820s/30s back into 
the eighteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

Again, I must pay tribute to Joe who was a friend and colleague for many years – he will be sadly missed. 
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