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The Family of Samuel Long of Cullyramer, Garvagh 

I found this example to be the most interesting of all of the case studies that I researched. It is a story of two 
halves. Samuel Long was born c.1817 in the townland of Drumadreen in the parish of Bovevagh in the Poor Law 
Union of Limavady. After his marriage he lived in the townland of Ballymacallion in the parish of Dungiven. 
When he was about forty years of age he and his family moved to the townland of Cullyramer in the parish of 
Aghadowey near the town of Garvagh where he died in 1892, aged seventy-five. 

Many thanks to Kathleen Connolly for introducing me to this family and helping me with the Cullyramer part of 
the story. I would also like to thank Doreen McLaughlin of Drumadreen and the Mullan, McCloskey and Doherty 
families of Ballymacallion for their help in familiarising me with both of these townlands. 

The Long family in the Parish of Aghadowey in the Barony of Coleraine 

I am beginning the story in the townland of Cullyramer, near the town of Garvagh. The map below shows the area 
around Garvagh. Cullyramer lies to the east of the town and adjoins the townlands of Boghilboy, Caheny and 
Moneydig where Moneydig Presbyterian Church is situated. 
 

 

Cullyramer is in fact split between two parishes – Aghadowey and Desertoghill. This, at times, can be frustrating 
when looking for some of the earlier records. On the next page you will see a map of the townland c.1856 which 
shows the boundaries of the townland and there is a green line dividing the townland into the Aghadowey portion 
to the north and west of the line and the Desertoghill portion to the south and east of the line.  

The family lived in Rose Lodge within the Aghadowey part of the townland. It was here that Samuel Long spent 
the second half of his life. Unfortunately, Rose Lodge has been completely rebuilt but I have included a 
photograph of the modern house which now stands on the site of the old Rose Lodge but bears no resemblance to 
the earlier building. 
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Much of the genealogical history of the family can be seen on a headstone in Moneydig Presbyterian Churchyard. 
Below is a transcript of the names, dates, etc. on the headstone and a photograph which shows that it is a 
replacement for an earlier headstone. 

Erected by Samuel Long of Rose Lodge  

to the memory of his mother, Mary, who died 14 March 1862, aged 82 years  

also their daughter, Eliza Jane, who died 21st July 1859, aged 16 years  

and his daughter, Margaret, the beloved wife of Joseph Lytle Coleraine who died 9th June 1883, aged 34 years  

also his son, William, who died 8th Dec 1886, aged 41 years  

also above named, Samuel Long, who died 16 Aug 1892, aged 75 years  

his wife, Eliza Jane, who died 4th Feb 1899, aged 82 years  

his son, Samuel, who died 19th May 1912, aged 59 years  

Mary Smith, wife of above Samuel Long, who died 20th May 1911, aged 54 years  

Samuel Hamilton Long who died at La Fayette, USA, 22 Sept 1954, aged 59 years  

Hugh Ranken Morrison Long, died at Cooleen, Comber 28th June 1968, aged 71 years  

Charlotte Elizabeth Guiler Long died 13th Jan 1971  

John Smith Morrison Long died 8th July 1971 interred Agherton, Portstewart  

Jane Ranken Long died 26th Jan 1978 
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If we add the following marriage and death notices in the local papers, there is a considerable amount of 
information with which to construct a family tree which is shown below. 

Coleraine Chronicle 6th August 1859 – At Coolyramer, Garvagh, July 21st, of bronchitis, Eliza Jane, third 
daughter of Mr Samuel Long, aged 16 years.  

Coleraine Chronicle 10th December 1859 – Married at Moneydig Presbyterian Church on the 1st inst. by the Rev. 
H. H. Finlay, Torrens McFetridge, Mayoghill to Mary, eldest daughter of Mr Samuel Long, Ross Lodge 
Coolyramer, Garvagh. Coleraine 

Coleraine Chronicle 22nd December 1860 – Married at Moneydig Presbyterian Church on the 18th inst inst. by 
the Rev. H. H. Finlay, Mr William Kennedy, Garvagh to Charlotte, second daughter of Mr Samuel Long, Ross 
Lodge Coolyramer, Garvagh.  

Coleraine Chronicle 8th March 1862 - at the residence of her son, Cooleyramer, near Garvagh on the 27th ult., 
Mary, relict of the late William Long, Drumadreen, Newtownlimavady, aged 82 years. Coleraine  

Coleraine Chronicle 8th June 1867 – Married at Moneydig Presbyterian Church on the 28th ult., by the Rev. W. 
McCay, Joseph, son of Mr Samuel Little to Margaret third surviving daughter of Mr Samuel Long, Ross (sic) 
Lodge Coolyramer, Garvagh.  

The Londonderry Sentinel May 28 1867 - Married at Moneydig, by the Rev. William McCay, Mr. Joseph Little, 
New Row, Coleraine, to Margaret, daughter of Mr. Samuel Long, Rose Cottage, County Derry. 

[Source of this information was a CD - The Coleraine Chronicle: Births, Marriages and Deaths 1844-1869 - 
published by the Coleraine Branch of the North of Ireland Family History Society. The same information was 
originally published in book form but is now out of print. Copies of the book are still available in libraries. Also, 
by the same publisher, a CD – The Londonderry Sentinel: Births Marriages and Deaths.] 

 

Most of the above marriages can be found in the civil marriage registers and the marriage registers of Moneydig 
Presbyterian Church. The deaths are recorded in the burial registers of Moneydig Presbyterian Church and those 
after 1864 are in the civil registers. Both Samuel and Elizabeth Jane were dead before 1901 and the house and 
farm had passed to their son Samuel.  

The 1901 Census Returns show Samuel Jun. living in Rose Lodge with his wife, Margaret Smith Morrison, the 
daughter of Hugh R. Morrison who lived in the adjoining townland of Moneydig. Surprisingly, I was unable to 
find a record of this marriage in either the civil or the church registers. The 1901 Census Returns suggest that the 
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couple were married c. 1893. This date is confirmed in the 1911 Census Returns where it was stated that the 
couple had been married eighteen years in 1911. The details from both the 1901 and 1911 Census Returns are 
shown in the two tables below. 

1901 Census [Bovagh DED] [PRONI: MIC354/5/6]. The house was thatched, had 4 front windows and 4 rooms. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

1 Samuel Long Head of 
family 

Presbyterian Read & 
write 

49 M Farmer Married Co. 
Derry 

1 Mary 
Smith 

Long Wife Presbyterian Read & 
write 

44 F  Married Co. 
Derry 

1 Jane 
Ranken 

Long Daughter Presbyterian Read & 
write 

7 F Scholar Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

1 Charlotte 
E. Guiler 

Long Daughter Presbyterian Read & 
write 

6 F Scholar Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

1 Hugh R. 
Morrison 

Long Son Presbyterian Cannot 
read 

4 M  Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

1 Samuel 
Hamilton 

Long Son Presbyterian Cannot 
read 

2 M  Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

1 John 
Smith M. 

Long Son Presbyterian Cannot 
read 

10 
months 

M  Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

1 Mary A. Wooden Nurse & 
Domestic 
Servant 

Presbyterian Read & 
write 

17 F Nurse & 
Domestic 
Servant 

Not 
married 

Co. 
Derry 

1911 Census [Bovagh DED] [NAI: 1911 Online Census]. The house was thatched, had 4 front windows and 9 
rooms. Clearly there had either been some changes in the house since 1901 or the 1901 description was incorrect. 

House 
No. in 
Census 

Forename Surname Relationship Religion Education Age Sex Profession Marriage Where 
Born 

7 Samuel Long Head of 
family 

Presbyterian Read & 
write 

58 M Farmer Married Co. 
Derry 

7 Mary 
Smith 

Long Wife Presbyterian Read & 
write 

54 F  Married Co. 
Derry 

7 Charlotte 
E. G. 

Long Daughter Presbyterian Read & 
write 

16 F Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

7 Hugh R. 
M. 

Long Son Presbyterian Read & 
write 

14 M Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

7 Samuel H. Long Son Presbyterian Read & 
write 

12 M Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

7 John 
Smith M. 

Long Son Presbyterian Read & 
write 

10  M Scholar Single Co. 
Derry 

7 Sara Mclaughlin Servant Roman 
Catholic 

Read & 
write 

17 F Domestic Single Co. 
Derry 

Married 18 years – 5 children born alive – 5 still alive in 1911. 

The dates of births of Samuel and Eliza Jane's children in the family tree have been calculated from the gravestone 
information. Since all of the births took place before compulsory registration of births we have to rely on church 
registers. A look at the baptismal registers of Moneydig Presbyterian Church, which are good, drew a blank. 
Assuming that the family always worshipped in Moneydig Presbyterian Church, it would appear that the family 
were not living in Rose Lodge between 1837 and 1853. 
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We know from the newspaper marriage and death notices that the family were living in Rose Lodge in 1859. 
However, when I looked at the printed version of the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation of c.1858/59, I was 
surprised to find that Samuel Long's name was not listed against the farm numbered 2 in the list. Instead, as you 
can see below, the name Robert Little was listed against No.2.  

 

I knew from the map of 1856, shown earlier, that Rose Lodge was likely to be No.2 and this is confirmed in the 
valuation map accompanying this valuation. A copy of that map is shown on the next page. Unfortunately this 
map lacks clarity, a characteristic not uncommon in some of the valuation maps of that date. 
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PRONI: VAL/12/D/5/18A & 19A [1858-1876] 

Furthermore, a look at the Griffith's Revision Book covering the period 1862-64 still had the name Robert Little 
against Rose Lodge, but it was crossed out and Samuel Long's name added either during or after 1862. 
Unfortunately, no actual date is given for the change.  Here is a copy of the page from the revision book.  
PRONI: VAL/12/B/30/6A 
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Clearly, this information is at odds with the death and marriage notices in the Coleraine Chronicle between 1859 
and 1862 where the residence is always given as Rose Lodge. The death notice of Samuel Long's mother who died 
in 1862, aged 82, mentions that she was the widow [relict] of the late William Long of Drumadreen, 
Newtownlimavady. Drumadreen is a townland in the Roe Valley situated about four miles from Dungiven on the 
main road to Limavady, known today as the Ballyquin Road.  

This information raised a number of questions. When, exactly, did Samuel Long and his family come to Rose 
Lodge. Where had the family lived before they came to Rose Lodge? Who was his wife? Where were his children 
born? 

Fortunately, the Long family of Rose Lodge, Cullyramer is mentioned in two of the Rev. T. H. Mullin's books - 
Families of Ballyrashane (1969, reprinted 2005), pp. 289 and 296-297, and Aghadowey: A Parish and its Linen 
Industry (1972), pp. 102 and 153. A partial family tree of Eliza Jane Guiler/Long of Rose Lodge is included in the 
Families of Ballyrashane book.   

On pages 296-7 it states that Eliza Jane Guiler married Samuel Long of Rose Lodge, Garvagh [son of William 
Long of Drumadreen and his wife, Mary, sister of Rev. Samuel Hamilton of Aghadowey]. Eliza Jane Guiler was 
the daughter of Charlotte Elizabeth Logan [daughter of Rev. John Logan of Ballyrashane] who had married Rev. 
William Guiler of Ballymacallion, near Dungiven. The family tree also includes the marriages of three of the 
Long children - Samuel, Charlotte and Mary. This information has been added to the family tree, above. 

Reading the above statements carefully, I thought at first that Samuel Long was living in Rose Lodge when he 
married Eliza Jane Guiler of Ballymacallion, Dungiven. However, I knew that could not be, because their 
marriage must have taken place c.1835.  

The mention of Drumadreen in the death notice of Samuel's mother and the fact that his wife came from 
Ballymacallion shifted the focus of the search to the Roe Valley and the parishes of Bovevagh and Dungiven. 

The Long family in the parishes of Bovevagh and Dungiven in the Barony of Keenaght 

I searched the 1831 Census Returns and the 1858/59 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation databases on the CD for the 
names Long and Guiler. You can try this yourself.  

The search of the 1831 Census Returns found a William Long in Drumadreen and a Mr Wm. Guiler and a Widow 
Guiler in Ballymacallion. I have no idea of the relationship, if any, between the two Guiler families. I was fairly 
certain that this William Long was Samuel's father. 

The search of the 1858/59 Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation database produced the result for Samuel Long, shown 
in the table below. A search for Guiler revealed two Guiler families in Limavady Town , but none in 
Ballymacallion. 

Barony Parish Townland Forename Surname  
Keenaght Drumachose Newtownlimavady, Main St. [Rathbrady Beg] Samuel Long 
Keenaght Drumachose Rathbrady More Samuel Long 
Keenaght Dungiven Lenamore Samuel Long 

No Samuel Long was listed in Drumadreen. At first, I did not find that unusual. Samuel was born in Drumadreen 
but it does not necessarily follow that he would have lived there after he was married. I looked up the Samuel 
Long in the town and he was a corn merchant living in Main Street and he also held land outside the town in 
Rathbrady More. This left the Samuel Long of Lenamore, a townland which is contiguous with the townland of 
Ballymacallion. He appeared to be the more likely candidate. 

I then looked at the printed version of the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation list for Lenamore [which is dated 1858] 
and found a Samuel Long who had land and a herd's house in the townland. A copy of the printed valuation page 
can be seen overleaf. 
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The page plus the map that accompanied this valuation [see next page] shows clearly that Lenamore was 
dominated by a clachan. A clachan was a cluster of houses surrounded by an infield where the land was divided 
into strips and distributed amongst the farmers in a way that reflected the differing qualities of soil within the 
settlement. Beyond that was the outfield and the mountain which was held in common. Here the inhabitants of the 
clachan could graze their animals. The number of animals that they could graze reflected the amount of land that 
each farmer held in the infield. These strips of land can be clearly seen in the valuation map. 

Samuel's house and some plots of better land lay within the clachan and he shared a part of the mountain with 
other tenants in the clachan. The land within his property was not contiguous. It consisted of three scattered plots 
– 8A, 8B and 8C. The herd’s house was on 8A which ran up the mountain. 8B and 8c were close to the river and 
probably of better soil quality. 

At this point I was not convinced that this was the Samuel Long that I was looking for. This farm and this house 
were not of great value and, if this was my Samuel Long, then he and his family were not living here. By 1858 
there would have been three adults and eight children living in the house. This house was a herd's house valued at 
five shillings which meant it was probably a one-roomed house. Herd's houses were usually owned by farmers 
who often lived elsewhere and the houses were used, seasonally, by herdsmen. This explains why the farmer's 
name rather than the actual occupant, is listed in the Griffith's Valuation. 
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PRONI: 
VAL/2/A/5/25 

So, if Samuel Long did not live in Lenamore where did he live in 1858? I had checked the 1858 printed version of 
the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation for the townland of Drumadreen – see below - but there was no Samuel Long. 
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At that point I began to think that because Samuel Long had moved from one Poor Law Union to another during 
the time when the valuers were carrying out their field valuations he had, somehow, been missed by the valuers in 
both Unions. I, therefore, decided to look at the original manuscript valuation books [VAL/2/B] for Drumadreen, 
Lenamore and Cullyramer. The VAL/2/B books often contain bits of information added in the margins by valuers 
and can sometimes contain changes in the names of occupiers.  

The entry for Cullyramer was exactly the same as the printed version. It looks as if the townland was originally 
surveyed in late 1856 or early 1857. The exact date is not entirely clear from the pages of the manuscript version. 
The printed version was published on 19th January 1859, without any amendments. By contrast the original 
valuations in Drumadreen and Lenamore took place in 1856 and 1857 respectively and the printed version was 
published on 14th August 1858. When I looked at the VAL/2/B entries for Drumadreen and Lenamore, I found 
some revealing information.  

The Drumadreen page makes interesting reading.  This copy is difficult to read at this scale, but if you zoom it to 
200% it is certainly readable. [PRONI: VAL/2/B/5/20B] 

 

The first point to note is the date of the original valuation - 19th August 1856. At that time the property numbered 
7 in the valuation was clearly in the hands of Samuel Long and there were also two cottiers on the property, 
Arthur Begley and John Brolly, renting houses from Samuel Long. However, the fact that Samuel Long was only 
holding offices & land indicates that he and his family were not living there in 1856. There is no exact date for the 
change to Joseph Hunter. However, we do know that the printed version of the valuation in the Poor Law Union 
of Newtownlimavady was published on the 14th of August 1858. There was a general note in the manuscript book 
that it had been prepared for publication in 1857.  At what exact time in the year I do not know. 

The Lenamore page is also interesting. Again it needs to be zoomed to 200%.  [VAL/2/B/5/21C] 

 

My reading of this page is that Samuel Long was not living in Lenamore. In fact he was sub-letting the better land 
within the infield of the clachan at a handsome profit whilst retaining his herd's house and mountain where, 
presumably, he was grazing livestock. Lenamore was surveyed in 1857 but I do not have an exact date. 
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So, up until c.1857 Samuel Long had two outlying farms, one in Drumadreen and one in Lenamore. We have 
already seen where his farm was in Lenamore but where was the farm in Drumadreen and where were the 
Drumadreen and Lenamore farms in relation to each other? The next two maps should answer this question. The 
first is the valuation map which accompanies the Griffith’s Valuation and the other is a general sketch map of 
some of the townlands and towns in the Roe Valley.  

This map [PRONI: VAL/12/D/5/16A & 17A [1856-1870] shows plot No. 7 where the Longs had lived and their house 
is circled in red. Below is a modern-day photograph indicating where the house was located. 
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However, I still do not know where Samuel Long and his family were living in 1856/57.  

At one point I thought that the only way to find the family was to look at every page of the VAL/2/B manuscript 
field books for the parishes of Bovevagh, Dungiven and Balteagh. I then had a stroke of luck. Bobby Forrest sent 
me a link to a source on the BPP website www.eppi.ac.uk which contained a further link to an Appendix to 
Reports relative to the Valuations for Poor Rates, Ireland. Here I found the names of Samuel Long and his father, 
William Long. William is listed as living in Drumadreen [spelt Drumadrie] in 1839 and Samuel as living in 
Ballymacallion in 1838.  A copy the page is shown overleaf. Unfortunately, this service has been withdrawn. 
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Where did William Long actually 
live in Drumadreen? The 1827 
Tithe Applotment Book for the 
townland mentioned two Longs 
in Drumadreen at that time – 
William and a John Long. The 
1831 Census Returns only listed 
a William Long. The 
1831Census information 
combined with the information in 
the 1831 Townland Valuation 
allowed me to confirm that 
William Long was actually living 
in the house that was numbered 7 
in the 1858 Griffith’s Valuation. 

A copy of the 1833 map 
[PRONI: OS/6/5/16/1 & /6/5/17/1]. 
is shown opposite. If you want 
more details on these 1830s 
sources go to the Barony of 
Keenaght link in the right hand 
menu of the CD where you will 
find a further link to a locality 
study of Drumadreen. 
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The next question is where did Samuel Long live in Ballymacallion?  Although I do not have any actual evidence, 
the birth of his first child, Mary, in c. 1836 would suggest that Samuel Long married in 1835. I know that he 
married Eliza Jane Guiler the daughter of the Rev. William Guiler and Charlotte Elizabeth Logan. The Guiler 
family lived in Ballymacallion on a farm marked No. 5 on the Valuation map of c.1833 [PRONI: VAL/1/A/5/25].  I 
know this because of the page, below the map, from the 1831 Townland Valuation Book for the townland. 
[PRONI: VAL/1/B/518A]. The house was relatively close to the Gelvin Burn which was the boundary between 
Ballymacallion and Lenamore. 
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I also know from the 1834 Tithe Applotment Book for Ballymacallion [PRONI: FIN//5/A/133] that Guiler's farm 
was about 19 acres. Samuel Long's farm of 1838 was about 40 acres. At this point I am about to make an educated 
guess. I think Samuel, either when he first married or some time shortly after, moved into the Guiler farm and also 
acquired the adjacent Irwin farm which was about 20 acres. Samuel may have inherited the Guiler's farm through 
his wife but I have no specific evidence of that. 

Long's farm was number 9 in the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation of 1858 shown below. I have circled the Long 
house in No. 9 in Ballymacallion  and Samuel’ three plots of land in Lenamore. Today there is lane from the 
house to the Gelvin Burn where there is a bridge. In other words there is easy access from the Guiler/Long farm to 
Lenamore. 

 

The occupant of No. 9 in Ballymacallion in both the VAL/2/B manuscript book and the printed book was a James 
Morrow. Clearly, Samuel Long, if he was living in this house and farm in 1856/57 had gone by the time that the 
townland was valued. I do not have exact dates but I do know that Ballymacallion was originally valued some 
time in 1857 whereas Drumadreen was valued on the 19th August 1856. If Ballymacallion was valued in the later 
part of 1857, then the Longs could have already left the townland for Cullyramer. 

So, it looks as if Samuel Long and his family lived in Ballymacallion from, at least 1838 and that he probably left 
the townland some time in 1857 to settle at Rose Lodge in Cullyramer. He clearly had three farms in the Roe 
Valley - a farm in Ballymacallion, where he lived, and two outlying farms - one in Lenamore across the burn from 
his farm in Ballymacallion and the other, his parent's farm in Drumadreen. I have walked down the lane in 
Ballymacallion from what was probably his house to the bridge over the Gelvin Burn and crossed into Lenamore.  
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Here is a photograph, taken a number of years ago, of this house which is now on the Doherty farm and was 
probably the house of William Guiler and Samuel Long.  

 

My thanks to Samuel Doherty for giving me a copy of this photograph. Unfortunately this building has now been 
demolished. Incidentally, the Doherty families living here today are direct descendants of the Samuel Dogherty 
listed in the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation at number 4. 

Despite what I said above, there is always the possibility that the Long family had moved somewhere else in the 
general locality between 1838 and 1857. I had thought that the baptisms of their children 1836-1853, would 
supply vital information on where the family was living at the time of each birth/baptism. Both husband and wife 
were Presbyterian and the most likely Presbyterian churches that they would have attended, after their marriage, 
were Bovevagh, Scriggan and Dungiven. Because Bovevagh Presbyterian Church is the closest of these three 
churches to Samuel Long's birthplace I searched their well-kept baptismal registers but drew a blank. I think, but 
cannot prove, that the couple may have attended Scriggan Presbyterian Church. Unfortunately, there are no 
baptismal records for this church during the years 1837 to 1853.  

So, I am still left with a question. Did the Long family move in 1857 from the townland of Ballymacallion in the 
Barony of Keenaght to the townland of Cullyramer in the Barony of Coleraine? I am almost certain that they 
moved in 1857, probably in the earlier part of the year, and I am fairly certain that it was from Ballymacallion. 
However, I cannot rule out, completely, the possibility that they were living somewhere else in the 
Dungiven/Limavady area in 1857.  

Conclusion 

Without the information on the Moneydig headstone, the valuation records and the 1831 Census Returns, it would 
have been impossible to establish the early history of this family in the townlands of Drumadreen and 
Ballymacallion.  In particular the VAL/2/B manuscript books of Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation played a vital 
role. 

In the past I had used the VAL/2/B books in the baronies of Loughinsholin and Coleraine where, occasionally, a 
few names were changed between the date of the original valuation and the date of the printed version. When I 
began using the VAL/2/B books in the barony of Keenaght I was amazed at the number of changes in the names 
of occupiers between the original valuation and the printed valuation.  Certainly, entries in the printed valuation 
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should be checked against the manuscript VAL/2/B version. Note that the VAL/2/B books are arranged by Barony 
not by Poor Law Union. 

The other important point to note here, is, that a substantial occupier of a farm was not listed in the printed version 
of the Griffith's [Tenement] Valuation of 1858/59 for Co. Londonderry. I was aware that there were probably 
some persons missing from the printed valuation but I had always thought that these were people living in a house 
who would not have been classified as the head of the household. 

Copyright 2009 W. Macafee. 


